
Mission Statement Focus Groups 

Focus groups took place in late July 2012 with students at Mid-Valley, Starr, and Pecan 

campuses regarding their perceptions of STC and STC’s Comprehensive Mission. 

 Students stated that STC is known for being “affordable” and “close to home.” While 

they felt that STC provides them an advantage in terms of smaller class size, they also 

felt that there is a misconception in the community about STC with many people 

operating under the misconception that the college is not academically up to par with 

other post-secondary institutions. 

 The students felt that STC’s current Vision Statement (i.e. “Creating a better quality of 

life for our communities.”) fit what STC tries to do in the area.  They also felt that they 

played a role in this through activities performed by student organization in the 

community and through services STC offers to the community in general.  They also felt 

that STC was changing their lives and making them more productive members of the 

community. 

 Some students had a more difficult time accepting STC’s Purpose Statement (i.e. “South 

Texas College is a world-class comprehensive institution of higher learning providing 

premier education and workforce programs and services in response to the needs of the 

region.”) They felt that STC was not “world class,” but it had the potential to get there.  

Some students state that the best way to achieve this particular goal was by offering more 

degree plans.  Others felt that small class size and more one-on-one attention factored 

into making STC a premier learning institution, but that the general perception in the 

community differs in this area. 

 Students felt that STC’s Core Values are right on target. 

 Students felt that STC was following its Guiding Principles.  They cited dual enrollment 

as a way that STC is creating a college-ready, college going, college completion culture.  

They felt that STC was helping the RGV to grow and that the college as a whole is 

concerned about student success.  Students at MVC and Starr felt that not enough 

recognition is given to students at their campuses. 

 

Other Notes: 

 Students at the MVC and Starr campuses felt that STC does not treat all its campuses 

equally.  They felt that the Pecan campus students received more privileges in terms of 

class availability, funds, etc.  As one student state, “It’s all about the Pecan Campus.” 

 

 



 Students felt that there needs to be more job placement help as well as advising regarding 

careers.   


